
Funeral Planning Frequently Asked Questions 
 

If you choose to pre-plan a funeral, please make sure that your pre-plan is given to others (church team 

member, funeral home, family members or friends). If you’ve done the work to make the decisions, let 

others know what your wishes are. Review your plan periodically. If things change, give the revised 

plan to all those who have it. 

 

Q: What do I/we need to consider in pre-planning end-of-life arrangements? 

A: One of the greatest gifts you can give your loved ones is a well-thought-out plan. None of us really 

like to discuss the inevitability of death. Yet, those who deal with the realities of death will tell you 

that there is extra stress on a family when there is no end-of-life direction provided. Pre-planning 

funeral arrangements helps to ease the burden on remaining family members. One needs to decide on 

preferences:  

• which funeral home will handle arrangements 

• vigil service or not 

• funeral Mass (which church) or funeral service (at the church or at the funeral home) 

• readings and music desired for said service 

• would you like fellowship (luncheon or dessert reception) 

• burial (full-body or cremains) or cremation (in-ground, columbarium niche, or urn) 

• which cemetery for burial or inurnment 

• grave marker options 

• obituary items 

• memorial options (donations to a particular charity vs. flowers) 

 

Q: What are some of the benefits of pre-planning a funeral? 

A: There can be several and it will be different for everyone. Peace of mind, financial aspects (especially 

if one has pre-paid at the funeral home or has already purchased a plot/niche), and the opportunity to 

have open communication lines with family members are all possibilities. This is the perfect situation 

to make sure that your wishes are verbalized, which is so important if there are family members who 

are not Catholic or are not practicing.  

 

Q: If I pre-plan a funeral at the church (either funeral service or funeral Mass), what limitations might 

there be? 

A: The most common limitations are those created by time. People may request certain lectors, 

musicians, or songs for their pre-planned funeral. It is possible that those choices are no longer 

available at the time of death (people may no longer be at the church or songs may no longer be in our 

licensed music catalog). The pastoral team can work with the family to make alternate arrangements 

that still honor the original intent of the deceased. 

 

  



Q: I have family members who are not local. Is there a way we can plan together even though we are 

not physically close? 

A: Yes, all of St. Pius X’s funeral planning resources are available online on our website 

(https://www.stpiusxblgs.org/funeral-planning-materials/). This greatly enhances the opportunity for 

family members to see the same information even though they may be separated by distance. For those 

who are not technically inclined, hard-copy funeral planning materials are also available at the parish 

office. 

 

Q: When a loved one dies, who do I call first? 

A: Family members generally call the funeral home first. The funeral home will then call the church 

and start the coordination of schedules with our liturgy coordinator. If the family calls the church 

first, that is fine. 

 

Q: Can the vigil service be held at the church? 

A: Vigils are traditionally held at the funeral home. The vigil is an informal service with many options. 

It is a time for family and friends to gather, support one another, share stories and remembrances, and 

to pray. The vigil can also be a time where the family can use more secular or popular music. Funeral 

homes also have the ability to share video presentations for the gathered group as part of the service, 

whereas the church does not have that capability. Our pastoral team could assist you in selecting 

readings and music for the vigil, if needed. 

 

Q: What is the difference between a funeral service at the church and a funeral Mass? 

A: While both options are technically funeral services (or liturgies), the biggest difference between a 

Mass and a service is whether or not there is a celebration of the Eucharist (Communion). A funeral 

Mass follows the order of a traditional Sunday Mass, including Eucharist, with the addition of funeral 

rites and blessings at the beginning and end of the Mass.  

 

Q: Why can’t I have specific choices of music at the church service? 

A: There are a couple of reasons why music choices may not work within the framework of a funeral 

service within the church building. Only sacred music is allowed during any church service. There 

could also be licensing issues. Music which won’t work for a church service might be used at a vigil at 

the funeral home or at the luncheon/reception after the service. 

 

Q: How are funeral plans handled at the church once someone dies? 

A: Family members generally meet with pastoral team members to finalize funeral arrangements at the 

church. Final funeral plans are generally submitted to the funeral home by the music director. That 

information is used by the funeral home to create the program for the service. The church does not 

create the program. 

 

Q: What are my options for grave markers? 

A: There are many options for grave markers and prices will be dependent on those options. Personnel 

at the funeral home or at the cemetery of choice should be able to help you. 

https://www.stpiusxblgs.org/funeral-planning-materials/

