The Ascension of the Lord, Cycle A. Sunday, May 17, 2026

First Reading: (Acts of the Apostles 1:1-11) Jesus is taken up to heaven in the presence of the
apostles.

Second Reading: (Ephesians 1:17-23) God raised Jesus from the dead and seated Him at His
right hand.

Gospel: Matthew (28:16-20) Jesus charges his disciples to make disciples of all nations and
promises to be with them forever.

First Reading: Jesus Taken Up Into Heaven (Acts 1:1-11. NIV)

“In my former book, Theophilus, | wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach until the
day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the

apostles he had chosen. After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many
convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke
about the kingdom of God. On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this
command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have
heard me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with
the Holy Spirit.” Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going

to restore the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates

the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes

on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the

ends of the earth.” After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid

him from their sight. They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly

two men dressed in white stood beside them. “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand
here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come
back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”

The Final/Great Commission: (Matthew 28:16-20. NIV)

“Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to

go. When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came to them and
said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
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Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you. And surely, | am with
you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:16-20. NIV)

In his public ministry, Jesus interacted with people in their daily, typical environments. We see
Jesus walking and teaching in marketplaces and Temple courts (worship places); he was out in
the fields and sometimes on the shores of the seas. Jesus was seen with bereaved families, at
family parties, and at wedding ceremonies. However, throughout Scripture, the most important
events happen on the mountaintops. This is because the mountaintops served as sanctuaries
for revelation, special prayers, divine encounter, and training. These high-altitude moments will
reveal turning points in his ministry.

1. Following his baptism, Jesus spent 40 days fasting, and he was tempted by the devil
(Matthew 4: 1-11)

2. In Matthew chapter 5, Jesus taught the crowds from the mountaintop in what we now call
the Sermon on the Mount.

3. Alsoin Matthew (17:1-8), Peter, James, and John saw Jesus transfigured on the
mountaintop.

4. Great Commission: (in today’s gospel) Jesus commissions his disciples to Go, Baptize and
Teach, "to make disciples of all nations." Recall that the 12 disciples were initially sent only to
the House of Israel; in this Final Commission, the eleven are told to go to "all nations." The
mission of Jesus is now to be taken to all people; the task is now to baptize and teach.

Jesus completes his mission on earth, returns to the Father in heaven, and He remains
accessible to us now in many ways; through the life-giving Holy Spirit, in our personal
encounters with Him, in our prayers, our reception of the Sacraments, through our works of
charity, etc. Jesus is ever close to us with his promise. Jesus commissions his disciples and gives
us the formula for the celebration of the sacraments — “In the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit”. This is one of the clearest attestations found in Scripture for
baptism in the name of the Trinity. (Baptism, Marriage, Liturgical prayers).

Pope Leo XIV visited four African countries, April 13 - 23, 2026.

Pope Leo XIV spent these 11 days visiting four African Countries: Algeria, Cameroon, Angola,
and Equatorial Guinea. As an Augustinian, the Holy Father visited the city of Hippo (now
Annaba, Algeria), where St Augustine lived, preached, and ministered as a bishop. Pope Leo,
during his visit, highlighted themes of peace, economic justice, and interfaith dialogue,
navigating complex political tensions while preaching to large crowds, including over 100,000 in
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Cameroon. Pope Leo X1V is following the worldwide mission mandate of Christ ministering in
Peru, Rome, and African nations.

For his episcopal motto, Bishop Fleming has chosen the beginning of the Great Commission that
Jesus gives to the Church. By this choice, our Bishop wishes to express that all believers are
called and commissioned by Christ to “Go Make Disciples.” This week, is Jesus asking me to
reach out to someone with a touch of hope and comfort?

To our 2026 graduating seniors, thank you for being part of the St. Pius X family:
1. Christ invites each of you to “go, and make disciples” wherever you find yourself.
2. Everydayis a blessing, filled with God’s grace and mercy.

3. Every opportunity in life creates a room for both growth and learning.

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you. And surely, | am with you always, to
the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:16-20. NIV) Amen.

Fr. Martin Ezeihuaku, MSP.
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