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Sixth Sunday of Easter, Cycle A: May 10, 2026 

 First Reading - Acts of the Apostles (8:5-8,14-17)  

The people of Samaria come to worship God proclaimed by Philip, and they receive the gift of 

the Holy Spirit.  

 Second Reading (1 Peter 3:15-18) Be ready to give an explanation for your hope in Christ. 

 Gospel Reading (John 14:15-21)  

 “If you love me, keep my commands. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 

advocate to help you and be with you forever the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept 

him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and 

will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Before long, the world will not 

see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. On that day you will 

realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. Whoever has my commands 

and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and 

I too will love them and show myself to them.”  (John 14:15-21)  

 The Impacts of the Holy Spirit on the Early Church: The Holy Spirit totally transformed fearful 

disciples into passionate proclaimers of the gospel of Christ, validated their ministry with 

miracles, empowered them to overcome persecution, and united believers, including both Jews 

and Gentiles, into one body, one fellowship. This is a fulfillment of the last promise of Jesus 

before ascending to heaven: “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on 

you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends 

of the earth”. After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him 

from their sight.” (Acts of the Apostles 1: 8-9). 

 The American Triple Crown of Thoroughbred Racing is the most prestigious accomplishment in 

horse racing, awarded to a three-year-old horse that wins the Kentucky Derby, Preakness Stakes, 

and Belmont Stakes in a single season. Up until 2015, only 13 horses had won the coveted Triple 

Crown in Thoroughbred racing in the United States in 100 years. In 1973, this was won by 

‘Secretariat’, a large, powerful chestnut (colored) colt known as “Big Red”. He had a physically 

massive heart, estimated at nearly 22 pounds – double the average size. The last two winners 

were the “American Pharaoh” (2015) and “Justify” (2018). What is it that makes some horses 

winning thoroughbreds? They have greater speed and strength, their inherited genetic 

structure, are trained by experts, and have skillful jockeys to activate and develop their inner 

powers. We, Christians, have the stamina given by the Holy Spirit and training by parents, 

teachers, our spiritual guides, and other well-wishers. The question is whether or not we use all 
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this in the Christian life, soaring like the eagle - conquer temptations, avoid sin, and practice 

virtues.  

Four Important Roles of the Holy Spirit in our lives (we will look at the other two later);  

 1.     The Holy Spirit provides the unique power of our new lives. He begins a lifelong process of 

change to make us more like Jesus (Gal 3:3…) when we receive Jesus by faith, we begin an 

immediate personal relationship with God. Throughout our lives, the Holy Spirit works in us to 

help us become like Jesus.   

 2.     Jesus refers to the Holy Spirit as ‘another advocate’, counselor, or comforter. Jesus himself 

is the first advocate, interceding for his disciples with the Father. “But if anyone does sin, we 

have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous one” (I Jn 2:1). He is a companion, 

and like a ‘defense attorney’. The Holy Spirit is our second advocate. He defends us, consoles us, 

and speaks up for us when we are accused, judged, or wrongly condemned, and He is our 

Witness who testifies on our behalf. The Holy Spirit gives us life, guides us, teaches us, and helps 

us to understand the message God has given us in the Bible (John 14: 26). He knows us and 

connects us to Jesus.  

 We thank our Mothers: Today, we thank God for giving us our mothers, grandmothers, aunties, 

expectant mothers, and the mother figures (teachers, Catechists, volunteers, nuns, coaches, 

female ministers, and others) in our lives. We thank them for all they have done for us, we pray 

for them, and we honor them by celebrating Mother’s Day, offering them on the altar of God. A 

mother not only gave us birth but nursed us, nurtured us, trained us in their religious beliefs 

and practices, taught us good manners and ideal behavior, disciplined us as best as they could, 

and made us good citizens of our country, our Church, and our society. Let us express our love 

and gratitude to our mothers, and all the mother figures in our lives, by our presence (if 

possible), gifts, and prayers on Mother’s Day. We offer this Eucharistic celebration on Mother’s 

Day for all the mothers, grandmothers, aunties, expectant mothers, and mother figures in our 

congregation, whether they are alive here or have gone for their eternal reward in heaven.  

-Fr. Martin Ezeihuaku, MSP.  

 

 


