15th Sunday in Ordinary Time, July 12, 2026
Isaiah 55:10-11: The Word of the Lord shall achieve its purpose.

Romans 8:18-23: Together with all of creation, we await God’s redemption. St Paul reminds us
that just as seeds must fall into the earth and die to produce an abundant crop, the pain and
sufferings God permits in our lives work in us for our redemption. St Paul wants us to wait for
our eternal reward while we continue sowing the word of God diligently and suffering for the
Lord, as he did.

Matthew 13:1-23: The parable of the sower.

This is the beginning of the third long discourse given by Jesus in the gospel of Matthew. Here in
the 13th chapter is a lengthy teaching discourse. Throughout this discourse, Jesus offers several
parables to illustrate for his listeners what he means by the kingdom of heaven. Jesus tells the
parable of the sower - seeds grow best in good soil. Seeds that miss the soil, are sown on rocky
ground, or are sown among other plants will not grow well. The surprise in the parable is the
enormous yield of the seed that is sown on good soil.

To bring home his point, Jesus interprets the parable of the sower to his disciples. The different
types of soil in which the seeds are sown are metaphors for the disposition with which each
individual hears the teaching about the kingdom of heaven. The story tells us about the
transforming power of the word of God when read, preached, and lived well. Some people will
be easily swayed away from the kingdom of heaven. Some others will receive it for a time but
will lose it when faced with difficulties. Some people still will hear the same word but will then
permit other cares of life to choke it out. Yet some people will receive the same word well, and
the seed will produce abundant fruit. This story should encourage every spiritual “farmer” —
including teachers, parents, grandparents, ministers, catechists, and all who teach, preach, and
seek to lead others to the Lord — to keep working even when not all their listeners respond to
the Good News. Let us not be disappointed at the absence of immediate results.

The farmer sowed good seed in his farm, but not all the seed sprouted; even the plants that
grew had varying yields. Do not be discouraged if you do not always see results as you faithfully
teach the Word of God. Faith/belief cannot be forced. Teaching others about God’s Good News
does not follow a mathematical formula.

The seeds in the good soil grow, yield plenty of fruits, and attract divine praises. We know that
good soil is not naturally perfect soil. My parents farmed a lot. Farmers know that good soil
comes about from hard work, which includes clearing the area, loosening the soil to allow roots
to easily push through the ground, enriching the soil with nice compost/ manure, testing and
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balancing the acidity level of the soil, and more. These are important steps. Likewise, a good
Christian life is not an accident. It is the result of daily cooperation with the grace of God. God
uses your words to plant seeds of faith in others; this is the work of his Holy Spirit.

Prayer:

We pray for open hearts and ears towards God'’s life-giving Word. And may we allow those
words we hear to shape and transform the way we live our lives daily. Amen.

Fr. Martin Ezeihuaku, MSP
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