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13th Sunday in Ordinary Time, June 28, 2026 

The Costs and Rewards of Following Christ  

 1st reading (2 Kings 4:8-11,14-16a) Hospitality extended to Elisha will be rewarded. 

2nd reading (Romans 6:3-4,8-11) Through Christ, we are dead to sin but alive in God. 

Matthew (10:37-42) Jesus outlines the costs and rewards of following Him.  

First reading: A great welcome given to the prophet Elisha by an elderly, childless couple, who 

lived in Shunem. The wife recognized Elisha's holiness. She showed him reverence and 

hospitality by inviting him to dine with her and her husband and by arranging an upper room of 

their house so that Elisha might stay with them when he visited the area. Friends, whenever we 

first make room for God in our lives out of love, God makes room for us in his love. Blessings 

always follow a generous disciple of Jesus.  

Matthew 10:37-42. NIV:  

“Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves 

their son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. Whoever does not take up their cross 

and follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever finds their life will lose it, and whoever loses their 

life for my sake will find it. “Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me, and anyone who 

welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. Whoever welcomes a prophet as a prophet will 

receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a righteous person as a righteous person 

will receive a righteous person’s reward. And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of 

these little ones who is my disciple, truly I tell you, that person will certainly not lose their 

reward.”  

The Costs and Rewards of following Christ: To belong to Christ and to live as His disciple has 

many rewards; it also involves sacrifice, perseverance, and commitment. Christianity without 

the love for the Cross Christ gives us is not Christianity.  

Relationship with family members:  

Christian commitment may separate friends and loved ones. Jesus is not encouraging 

disobedience to parents or confrontations at home. Rather, He shows that His presence 

demands a decision. Because some will follow Christ and some will not, conflict will inevitably 

arise. Family and friends may see our new faith as a personal rejection as we turn from our 

former beliefs, activities, and life choices. As you take up your cross and follow Him, your 

different values, morals, and goals will set you apart from others. Love for family is important, 

but it should not be an excuse to neglect serving God. Do not neglect your family. Love and 
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respect your family members, and remember that your commitment to God should be your first 

priority.  

Caring for those in need: Jesus had compassion on the large crowd, he healed the sick, and he 

fed the 5000 hungry people in the desert. This is a great example of kindness as it shows 

compassion for others. It also demonstrates that kindness can positively impact those around 

you. Jesus invites all of us today to care for the needy around us; in doing so, we see Jesus in 

them. And this hospitality and generosity expected of us should be given here and now. How 

much we love God can be measured by how well we treat others. What (unselfish) act of love 

can I/you do for someone else today? Although no one else may see you, God definitely will 

notice and reward you. Authentic discipleship requires sacrifice, commitment, transformation, 

and generosity. 

Prayer:  

May God give us the grace to follow Him wholeheartedly, to embrace our crosses daily, to walk 

humbly and faithfully with Christ, and to become generous supporters of His mission on earth. 

May our lives continually reflect the love, mercy, and generosity of Christ. Amen.  
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