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July 23, 2017

Sixteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time

We have good intentions and resolves and one thing
so many of us want is a deeper relationship with

God. ltis a longing that comes from our hearts but we
don’t always know what to do with it. Here are a few
hints and resources to get us started — or re-started —
talking to God. It sounds simple, so why does it get
complicated?

The good news is that God is the one who really wants
to talk with us. God wants us to feel that he loves us
with a bottomless love and is just waiting to listen to
anything we want to say. Further proof of this good
news: It was God who sparked our hearts to make us
want to respond to him in a newer way.

What is standing in our way?

1 just don’t know where to begin.

We can reflect on our prayer and what we mean by
prayer. Sometimes the most difficult journey in prayer
is the short distance from our heads to our hearts. We
might enjoy reading theology and spirituality books
and websites, but it can draw us into concepts and
ideas about God rather than feeling in our hearts how
much we are loved by God. The shift in focus hap-
pens when we move from “saying prayers” to praying
in the sense of entering into a close, personal relation-
ship, which centers on a sense of closeness, accom-
paniment and intimacy. Prayer is really just conversa-
tion with someone who loves us more than we can
imagine. What do we want to thank God for? What
do we worry about? What are we facing today? What
do we want to ask of God? Speak, then listen.

I don’t have a minute free all day — when can |
possibly pray?

Spending 30 minutes in silent meditation is wonderful,
but most of us can’t do that in our lives. But we all can
find small “in-between” moments in our lives when we
can find a greater intimacy with God. It means looking
for the tiniest spaces in our day when we can simply
lift our hearts to God.

St. Ignatius encouraged his followers to be
“Contemplatives in Action,” “seeking and finding
intimacy with God, in all things,” and we can do that by
continually tucking small prayer spaces into our

days. Developing this pattern in our days can help us
feel accompanied by God all day long.

Here are a few suggestions. Which ones might
work for you today?

e Brushing teeth is something we do every day for a
few minutes. If we transform that time into a simple
dialog with God, it can begin and end our day in
prayer.

e Adrive in the car can become a brief retreat if we
turn off the radio and use that time to have a conver-
sation with God.

e A regular shower or bath time can be the perfect,
undistracted spot to connect with the One who loves
us.

e We can pray walking to a meeting, crossing a
street or heading into a store.

e As we reach to answer a phone, a 2 second pray-
er for the person calling can change my interaction
with the caller.

e |f we find our mind wanders, gently transform it
into a prayer by saying to God, “l am distracted by the
meeting | have today. Let me tell you what | am
worried about.” Or, “I can tell | am preoccupied by my
relationship problems with my brother. Please give
me the grace to forgive
him.” We can take our
distractions to God and ask
for help. Ask, “Where is my
focus, on me or on God?”

Courtesy of Creighton Universi-
ty's Online Ministries web site:
http://
onlineministries.creighton.edu/
CollaborativeMinistry/
OrdinaryTime/. Used with
permission.




Important Children’s
Ministry Information

Just a reminder that completion
of the Sacraments of Initiation for
children is a two-year process.
Classes are held weekly during the
school year and provide a child-
friendly opportunity to grow in faith
and community. We hope these
classes will be a great resource to
you as you share Christ’s love with
your child.

The first year usually coin-
cides with first grade. Please
note: The first year of Sacramental
Preparation may be completed in
one of two ways:

e Attendance in the Billings Catho-
lic Schools
e Attendance in a Parish Children’s

Ministry class

The second year of classes will
include sacramental preparation and
reception of the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, and the completion of
the Sacraments of Initiation: Confir-
mation and First Eucharist. This is
only offered through the parish and
not in the Catholic schools.

Registration forms for classes
are now available on the tables in the
Gathering Area, online through the
Children’s Ministry webpage, or at
the parish office. The deadline to reg-
ister is Friday, August 25. Any ques-
tions? Please contact Jessie at 281-
8502 or email jr@stpiusxblgs.org.

Take a Hike with Youth

Ministry!

A hiking trip is planned for all
junior and high school age youth for
Monday, August 7 in Red Lodge.
Email Amanda at
amichael@stpiusxblgs.org by Aug. 4
to sign up and get details.

Other Events open to all junior and

high school age youth:

e July 31—Movie Monday, 6:00pm
in the Youth Center

¢ August 1—Bagels & Bibles at

Mazevo at 10:00am
e August 3—Worship Night at

8:00pm in the Youth Center

Hospitality
Ministers
who are
Ushers are
important
in making
our parish
a welcom-
ing com-
munity for
seasoned
parishion-
ers and
visitors
alike. We
have a

new
Hospitality-Usher who also brings a youthful presence to St. Pius. Meet
Matthew Charles a member of our Youth Ministry group. He will be a
sophomore at Central this fall. Matthew has a gift of welcoming and
serving. We thank him for taking this step. If you would like to help in
our Hospitality Ministry, youth or adult, please contact Judi Pike at our
parish center 656-2522. (L-R Matthew Charles, Sam Wood welcoming
at the doors of our sanctuary.)

Family Promise Begins August 6

Please call Shelly at 281-8501 if you would like to find out more
about hosting our Family Promise guest families at St. Pius X August 6-
12. We will host four families that arrive about 5:00pm each day and
stay overnight in the Youth Center for one week. Children outnumber
adults! Several volunteer opportunities ranging from providing a meal to
sleeping overnight or hosting for two hours one evening are available
for parish families and individuals. This ministry is very similar to having
guests stay in your home. It's all about hospitality!

84% of Family Promise families remain in housing after
“graduating” from the program. Consider volunteering for this sheltering
ministry! Instructions provided. Family Promise leverages the power of
faith communities of Billings to create a solution for family homeless-
ness.

St. Pius Parishioners Help the Unseen

Thank you, St Pius X family, for your donation of hygiene products
to help the homeless adults and teens in our community. Both
St. Vincent dePaul and Tumbleweed were amazed at the generous
giving to people you do not see. This need continues even though we
don’t see it. Please pray for the homeless. God bless each of you! “Go
to the poor: you will find God.” St Vincent de Paul. By Diann Mueller

Family Service, Inc. Sends Thanks to Parish
“Thank you so much for the continued support of both food and
monthly monetary donations. Your support allowed us to serve 16%
more people this past year than before.
Our Senior Food Box program continues to grow the fastest. Over
the next couple of months we will be adding another 30 clients to our
already full list of 200 food boxes per month. Thank you for your help!”
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St. Pius X Saints

The St. Pius X Softball team had another fun season together! Each game began with prayer and ended with a

celebration of team! Thanks to Lou Adler for organizing, Alex Gaglia for coaching and Nichole Geiger for providing
photos! Play Ball!

Back row: Clarinda Kremer, Steve Geiger

Middle row: Lou Adler, Chace Ross, Alan Gransberg, Roger Bernhardt, Luke Altenhofen, Donn Vorisek, Paula
Lambrecht, Alex Gaglia

Front row: Stephanie Geiger, Brenda Pankratz, Jackie Jacobsen, Quinn Huppert, Torry Huppert

Not pictured: Bob Beers, Seth Bernhardt, Steve Grosso, Don Judice, Marc Judice, Martha Judice, Vicki Landwehr,
Doug Modrow, John Pankratz, Mary Pankratz and Tom Pankratz.

Above: Lou Adler with Alex Gaglia, the coaches of the St. Pius X Softball
team. The team presented Alex with a gift certificate to Scheels as thanks for her

coordination, scheduling, communicating and all-things-helpful with the team this
season.
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Twelve Step Program Aids the Divorced

St. Patrick Co-Cathedral will be offering a Twelve Step Program to
aid divorced Catholics in their recovery from the challenging terrain of
divorce. This program has been authorized and approved by Bishop
Michael Warfel and by the Director of the Marriage Tribunal. This is a
faith-based program open to all divorced Catholics as well as other
denominations. All classes will be held on Thursday evening at St. Pat-
rick’s from August 17 to November 16. Class time is 6:30-8:30pm and
the fee is $20. Call B.J. Sletta to register or to find out more at 690-8016
or 656-2720.

Open House for New Catholic School!

Please join us on Monday, July 31, from 5:00pm-8:00pm, for an
open house celebration of our brand new Saint Francis Catholic School!
The evening will be a casual open house for parents, staff, potential new
families, community members, Catholic parish members, and neighbors
living near the new school. We are so excited to share this amazing
space with you and with the Catholic community! School administrators
and staff members will be on hand to answer any questions, and every-
one is welcome. The address of the new school is 2202 Colton Blvd.
Come any time between 5:00pm and 8:00pm and stay as long or as little
as you would like. Light refreshments will be served. Please call
252-0997 with any questions or for more information. Thank you!

Rummage Sale Benefits BCCHS Football

What: Billings Central Catholic High School football rummage sale
When: August 19, from 8:00am — 2:00pm.

Where: Billings Central Catholic High School gymnasium

Why: To raise money for travel costs for the football teams.

How to help: Please come buy something at the sale! Also, you may
donate times to the sale. To do that, please call Rob Harsha, (406) 690-
5578. This will be a large sale, as we have had multiple estates donate
items such as jewelry, vintage clothing, furniture, baby items, sporting
goods, and electronics.

St. Pius X Knights of Columbus Council 9976

We want to extend a huge “Thank You” to everyone who helped out
financially with our Precious Feet Fund Drive. Our goal was to raise $500
to give to LaVie to help them purchase a 3D Ultrasound machine. Due to
your generosity, we will be able to present LaVie with a check for $1,200!

Join us for Bingo this Friday, July 28 at 7:00pm.

Just a reminder that St. Pius X will be hosting Family Promise of
Yellowstone Valley August 6-13. Please plan to help with set up at the
Youth Center on August 6 after the 9:00am Mass or about 10:00am.

Stewardship Report: July 16, 2017

Area Events

Sunday, August 6-11

e 3rd Annual Eucharistic Confer-
ence, 5:30pm-9:00pm, St. An-
thony Church, Laurel. No regis-
tration needed. See schedule at
www.saintanthonycatholicchurc

h.org.

August 6-8

e Life with Passion Parish Mission
at St. Benedict Church in
Roundup. Fr. Cedric Pisegna
C.P. will present each evening
at 7:00pm. Fr. Cedric hosts a
weekly television program on
the Trinity Broadcast Network.
For more information or to
attend, call (406) 323-1019.

Saturday, August 12

e Quality of Life Run to benefit the
YWCA at 8:00am. Registration
and information at Qualityof-
LifeRun.com or call 530-1334.

Friday-Saturday, October 13-14

¢ Billings Catholic Radio, KICR
will host the Living Fatima
Conference at both St. Thomas
Church and the new St. Francis
School at 2202 Colton Blvd.
EWTN'’s Fr. Mitch Pacwa, S.J.
will be keynote speaker and is
joined by Barb Ernster, Commu-
nications Director of the World
Apostolate of Fatima and editor
of Sister Lucia’s biography.
Purchase tickets online at
www.kjcrradio.com.

CASA of Yellowstone County
needs advocates. Call 259-1233
or visit www.Yellowstone
CASA.org. Training in August.

Envelope Donation $11,738.50 Parishioner Envelopes & EFT 272

Loose Checks $2,020.00 Annual Parish Budget $1,237,278.00
Loose Cash $980.00 Contributions needed to-date $71,379.00
Electronic Fund Transfer $1,835.00 Contributions received to-date $56,764.50
Total Collection $16,573.50 Budget Income Shortfall ($14,614.50)
Weekly Average Needed $23,793




\_(_/ 5

Tuesday, July 25
e Mass, 8:30am, Day Chapel

Wednesday, July 26

e Mass, 8:30am, Day Chapel

e Parish Nurse available to parishioners from 9:30-
11:00am at the Parish Center. Come in or call.

e Charismatic Prayer & Praise, 7:00pm, Day Chapel

Thursday, July 27
e Mass, 8:30am, Day Chapel

Friday, July 28
e Mass, 8:30am, Day Chapel
e K. of C. Adult Public Bingo, 7:00pm, Fellowship Hall

On Saturday, Mary Queen of Peace
parish will sponsor the 64™ Annual Mexi-
can Fiesta at South Park. Fiesta includes
an authentic Mexican meal, children’s
games, raffle items and silent auction as
well as music, cultural dancing and sing-
ing. Also included is the Fiesta Car Show
featuring over 100 classic, stock and
custom cars. Admission is free and activities in the park
are from 10:00am to 5:00pm.

The celebration will continue in the evening from
8:00pm to 1:00am with a dance at the Radisson Billings
Hotel Convention Center 5500 Midland Road. Music will

be provided by both a live band, featuring recording artist

Juan Antonio Tapia from Brownsville, Texas, and a Dee
Jay. Tickets for the dance will be $25 for singles, $40 for
couples and tables of 10 for $190. For more information
about the Fiesta call Jessica Contreraz (406) 670-7667.

Scripture Reflection continued.
the handsome green that God loves so much.

How about showing kindness to the mean voices
within you that urge you to do wrong? They are mis-
guided, for sure, but maybe they will settle down if you
just love them as you would a naughty child. Love them
into goodness.

Can you imagine Jesus saying from the cross,

“Father, damn them to Hell forever because of what they
are doing to me”? That would be a major case of tearing
out the wheat as well as the weeds. He leaves the latter
and says, “Father, forgive them, they know not what they

do.” Forgive the weeds.

From The Sunday Website at St. Louis University,
www.liturgy.slu.edu. Used with permission.

Wisdom 12:13, 16-19
Psalm 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16
Romans 8:26-27

By John Foley, S.J. Matthew 13:24-43

In this week’s Gospel story, the servants ask
whether they should pull out weeds that have been
woven in with the wheat. “No,” the Master says. ‘“If
you pull up the weeds you might uproot the wheat
along with them. Let them grow together until
harvest”. This parable says a lot.

God steadily forgives our weeds and lets us grow
without uprooting us. It is not that he wants to encour-
age wildflowers, and it would be better if they were not
there, but he loves everything about us and wants us
preserved even in the midst of weeds. This is a
radical idea. You and | think we have to be sinless in
order to be loved. If not we will be punished instead
of forgiven. Entire ancient cultures based themselves
on this principle of non-love and non-forgiveness for
those who sin. If someone harms me or my family,
then | have the right and duty to annihilate them since
they are bad persons, no good, and punishment is
never too severe.

The same goes for the heroes in adventure
movies. They fight, he-man to he-man, somersaulting
across skyscraper tops, delivering bare-knuckle blows
to the face, spinning out kicks to the head, wielding
secret weapons and tricks. Finally the bad guy plum-
mets over an awful edge of the building, and enter-
tains us with magnificent slow-motion shots of his
terror as he heads for the inevitable splotch. Everyone
is relieved and happy. Except, of course, the bad guy.
And maybe the good guy too, since there remains a
thing called conscience, and brutality of such scope
well might interrupt his sleep that night.

Just for an exercise, pretend that you are the
villain in such a scene. Is there a reason you are
committing crimes that merit such punishment? Is it
possible that one part of you is going haywire but that
there is also much good in you, much that could be
brought back to life? Maybe deep down you have a
voice whispering, “l wish | could stop this ugliness and
be a good person”?

If this is so, then you have stumbled upon the
point of Sunday’s Gospel. The crimes you commit
don’t really agree with your real, God-given self. They
are bad things, just like the weeds growing up in the
garden. But they are only a portion of who you are.
Your urge to impress others falsely, to get what you
want no matter what, to be lazy, petulant, even to
steal, or ... (please fill in your kind of sin), these are
never the full description of who you are.

God does not rip out the weeds in other people
or in ourselves. Mixed with all the crab grass, there is




Monday, July 24, St. Sharbel Makhluf
Exodus 14:5-18, Exodus 15:1-6, Matthew 12:38-42

Tuesday, July 25, St. James

2 Corinthians 4:7-15, Psalm 126:1-6, Matthew 20:20-28

8:30am Mass: 1 Raymond Berlinger

Wednesday, July 26, Sts. Joachim and Anne
Exodus 16:1-5, 9-15, Psalm 78:18-19, 23-28,
Matthew 13:1-9

8:30am Mass: Int. of Moltzan & Quinn Families

Thursday, July 27

Exodus 19:1-2, 9-11, 16-20, Daniel 3:52-56,
Matthew 13:10-17

8:30am Mass: T Tom & Betty Driscoll

Friday, July 28
Exodus 20:1-17, Psalm 19:8-11, Matthew 13:18-23
8:30am Mass: 1 Mary Femling

Saturday, July 29, St. Martha
Exodus 24:3-8, Ps. 50:1-2, 5-6, 14-15, John 11:19-27
5:00pm Mass: Int. of St. Pius X Parishioners

Sunday, July 30  17th Sunday of Ordinary Time
1 Kings 3:5, 7-12, Psalm 119:57, 72, 76-77, 127-130,
Romans 8:28-30, Matthew 13:44-52

9:00am Mass: 1 Ron Kirk

11:00am Mass: T Vance Holbrook

In thanksgiving
for the life of
Mary Jayne

Wagner.

Please keep her

family in your

Volunteer Opportunity

Senior Independence of Montana is seeking
Hospice Volunteers to help enrich the quality of life for
hospice patients and their families. There are many
ways to reach out: making phone calls, helping with
letter writing, clerical duties, dog walking, sharing
memories, respite care, running errands, sitting in vigil
and more. Education and ongoing support for all
volunteers is offered. Call Angela at (406) 655-5825
for more information about these opportunities.

Saturday, 5:00 PM

Greeter: Brenda Buen-Dahl, Paula Hawbaker
Usher: Kyle Brehm, Tim Morgan, 1 Volunteer
Lector: Dar Aldrich-1, Jim Aldrich-2

Sacristan: Bonnie Wutzke

Altar Minister: Rick & Mary Stordahl

Eucharistic Minister: Diane Bertrand, Nate Haney,
Dale & Sue Hogenson, Richard King, Roxanne Kuntz,
Heather McPhail, Jeanne Moller, Helene Ranweiler-
Waage, Joyce Stoppel, Nancy Wandler

Nursery: Tom Ramlow

Sunday, 9:00 AM

Greeter: Fred & Arline Foster

Usher: Lou Adler, Andy Mikes, Dan Miller

Lector: Shannon Behounek-1, Alan Gransberg-2
Sacristan: Jan Kirk

Altar Minister: Steve & Kim Komar

Eucharistic Minister: Gale Kreitzberg, Deacon Tom
Landry, Vicki Langlinais, Rick & Sharon McCann,
Alice Meyer, Donna Meyers, Laura Prill, Ray South-
worth, Mary Taylor, Lorraine Walter

Nursery: Pamela Pruitt

Sunday, 11:00 AM

Greeter: Karen Messer, 1 Volunteer Needed
Usher: Markus Hulquist, Joe Larimer, Aurora
Thomas

Lector: Tim Guenthner-1, Patsy Guenthner-2
Sacristan: Donna Dierenfield

Altar Minister: Doug Dierenfield, Magdalen
Wojtowicz

Eucharistic Minister: Evan Barthel, Sheila Barthel,
Sheila Deibele, Lynn DeMeyer, Mary Flynn, Don
Judice, Gail Mack, Ross Marquis, Irene Matzen,
Deacon Mel Melius, Jennifer Sanchez

Nursery: Venieta Cox

St. Vincent dePaul Seeks Help

Help is needed at the Thrift Store to sort and
hang clothes and help in receiving donated items
from the dock. High school youth as well as adult
men and women are needed. Do you have two or
more hours during the summer to help? Call Diann
at 248-3307 or 696-1466.

Please support our Advertiser

Need a Doctor?

St. Vincent Healthcare Offers Nationally Recog-
nized Primary Care In Your Neighborhood. Call
(406) 237-7010 to make an appointment today.
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Parish Staff Mass Schedules

Parish Center Hours: 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM, Monday through Friday

406.656.2522 ewww.stpiusxblgs.orgewww.facebook.com/stpiusbillings Weekend

i Saturday at 5:00 PM

Father Wayne Pittard, Pastor, frwayne@stpiusxblgs.org Sundays at 9:00 AM and 11:00 AM

Sister Barbara Brown, OP, Formation Ministry, bjbop@stpiusxblgs.org

Deacon Tom Landry, 406-860-7842, acnerds@bresnan.net Weekdays

Bob Bender, Business Manager, bbender57 @stpiusxblgs.org Tuesday—Friday

Rita Brehm, Administrative Assistant, rb@stpiusxblgs.org Mass at 8:30 AM—Day Chapel

Lynne Gillig, Christian Initiation of Adults, lynneg@stpiusxblgs.org Rosary - 8:00 AM, before daily Mass

Shelly Greenfield, Bulletin, Christian Service, sg@stpiusxblgs.org

Kathy McCleary, Communications & Volunteers, kmc@stpiusxblgs.org Sacraments

Amanda Michael, Youth Ministry, amichael@stpiusxblgs.org Reconciliation: Sat. 3:30-4:30 PM

Mike Persha, Cemetery Manager, mpersha@stpiusxblgs.org Baptism: Parental Baptism sessions

Judi Pike, Liturgy Coordinator, jpike@stpiusxblgs.org required

Mary Carol Rachac, Outreach Ministry, mcr@stpiusxblgs.org Marriage: Six-month preparation

Jessie Rohrer, Children’s Ministry Coordinator, jr@stpiusxblgs.org required

Bill Walker, Custodian, bwalker@stpiusxblgs.org Eucharist: For homebound, hospital

Teresa Wehr, Children’s Min. Assist./Nursery, children@stpiusxblgs.org & care facility patients

Joan Whelan, Music Ministry, joan@stpiusxblgs.org Anointing of the Sick: Communal &
Individual

Bulletin notices are due by 4:30pm on Monday. Vocations: Rev. Garrett Nelson,

Please email bulletin@stpiusxblgs.orqg or fax to 656-2584. Diocese of Great Falls-Billings,

(800)-332-9998.
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NEED A DOCTOR? AR

ST. VINCENT HEALTHCARE OFFERS ﬂ r

NATIONALLY-RECOGNIZED PRIMARY CARE IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD.
CALL 406-237-7010 TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT TODAY.
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Contact
Vince & Kathy Thomas
406-690-4530
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2212 Broadwater Ave. Billings, MT 59102
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John Dahl

A Family Tradition
since 1939
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Single Source for Print and Digital Communications
Marketing Strategies with Measurable Results
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Dentistry for Infants, Children and Teens
~ Kelly M. Clarke, D.D.S.
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Billings Monument Co:
Proudly serving the
Billings area since 1896
See us for all your Cemetery Memorial
needs, designed & produced locally,
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2700 Grand Ave., Suite B, West Grand Dental Center
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fo see why so many dentists and their families come
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Sharon Dewit 406.390.3095
jamesandsharondewit@exprealty.com
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