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Transfiguration of the Lord

Today'’s feast of the transfiguration of Jesus is one of
those gospel events that steps out of the ordinary as
does, for example, the account of the baptism of Jesus by
John. Both involve the presence of the divine and the
divinely inspired. 1 think of the transfiguration as some-
thing like “coming attractions.” The event takes place
near the end of Jesus’ public ministry and seems to act
as a glimpse into the very near future -- Jesus’ death and
resurrection.

Jesus leads three of his disciples, Peter, James and John
into this special scene and then astounding events
unfolded before their eyes: “he was transfigured” before
them; his “face shone like the sun;” and his garments
became “white like the light.” Peter responded by
acknowledging “how good it is for us to be here.” And
then the cloud, the ancient sign of the very presence of
God overshadowed them, and the voice, “This is my
beloved Son, listen to him.”

What on earth is going on here? From our historical
perspective we can look back and say that the disciples
were given a preview of the glory that belongs to Jesus
after his death and resurrection and in the fullness of the
Kingdom of God. They don’t know it now, but that is the
same glory that they will be given after they bring the
message of the Kingdom to their contemporaries.

What a special moment for them, and also for us who
receive the promise of ultimate glory from Jesus through
God’s generous love. We are invited to plumb the depths
of this astonishing transfiguration moment in the lives of
Jesus and the disciples.

| usually think of the “glory” of Jesus at the moment of the
transfiguration being associated with his resurrection. But
the truth is that BOTH the suffering/death of Jesus AND
the resurrection represent to us the glory the Son has
received from the Father.

Scripture scholar, Tom Wright, invites his readers to
discover a parallel between this transfiguration moment
and the crucifixion of Jesus. It can be compared and
contrasted schematically this way:

Transfiguration

Jesus revealed in GLORY

His clothes SHINING WHITE
Jesus with MOSES & ELIJAH
Surrounded by SHINING CLOUD

Crucifixion

Jesus revealed in SHAME
Clothes roughly STRIPPED OFF
Jesus with TWO THIEVES
DARKNESS covers the land

The mount-top view of transfiguration gets its mean-
ing from the hill-top of Golgotha and vice-versa. Our
invitation is to acknowledge the glory in the crucifix-
ion. Our lives are filled with experiences that we
could describe as transfigurations: think of the birth
of a child; honors coming from the hard work of
getting an education; truly enjoying the benefits of
good health. And our lives are filled with crucifixion
experiences as well: the loss of a job or economic
instability; the loss of a loved one to death; the pain
of illness. The list can go on, and we are all called
to be attentive to both types of experiences — those
by which | am transfigured and those that are a
crucifixion to me. The same glory shines through
both of these real life situations if we but let it in, and
in so doing we let Christ in at ever-deeper levels of
our lives.

Prayer: Lord, help me to live in the reality of Christ’s
life, death and resurrection
in my own life. Let me be
more deeply aware of
Jesus’ presence.

By Tom Shanahan, S.J.

"Daily Reflection" of
Creighton University's Online
Ministries website:
http://www.creighton.edu/
CollaborativeMinistry/
online.html. Used with
permission.
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Sign up for Children’s

Sacramental Preparation

Just a reminder that completion
of the Sacraments of Initiation for
children is a two-year process.
Classes are held weekly during the
school year and provide a child-
friendly opportunity to grow in faith
and community. We hope these
classes will be a great resource to
you as you share Christ’s love with
your child.

The first year usually coin-
cides with first grade. Please
note: The first year of Sacramental
Preparation may be completed in
one of two ways:
e Attendance in the Billings Catho-

lic Schools
e Attendance in a Parish Children’s

Ministry class

The second year of classes will
include sacramental preparation and
reception of the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, and the completion of
the Sacraments of Initiation: Confir-
mation and First Eucharist. This is
only offered through the parish and
not in the Catholic schools.

Registration forms for classes
are now available on the tables in the
Gathering Area, online through the
Children’s Ministry webpage, or at
the parish office. Classes begin on
September 26 or 27. The deadline
to register is Friday, August 25.

There will be a registration and
volunteer information table in the
Gathering Area of church next week-
end. Any questions? Please contact
Jessie at 281-8502 or email her at
jr@stpiusxblgs.org.

Bringing Eucharist and
Prayer

Is a loved one hospitalized or
homebound? Please contact Mary
Carol at the parish office (656-2522)
if you or someone in your family is
hospitalized, enters a care facility or
is homebound. Outreach Committee
members are trained and ready to
visit with communion and prayers.
We don’t know if someone wants a
visit without your call.

Pictured above: Sarah Rachac, parishioner, Young Adult leadership
team, and music minister shared her “Untold Story” at a recent Bread of
Life Mass. Her personal journey with Hospice began in high school as
her father, Ed, was in his end-of-life stage and continues into her cur-
rent professional position with Riverstone Hospice. It has been a power-
ful experience for her as she works with volunteers in all facets from
running errands to sitting with the patient. Sarah stated: / get to work
with these volunteers every day and they are just such a powerful wit-
ness to me. They just bring Christ to people in a very direct way, and it
is such a humbling experience to watch.” If you want to learn more
about how you might help as a Hospice volunteer, please contact
Riverstone Hospice at 651-6500 and ask for Sarah.

Youth Ministry Events!

e These Events open to all junior high and high school

D))\ a2ce youth:

—L e« August 8—Bagels & Bibles at Mazevo, 10:00am

/ o August 19—Lake EImo Day, $10 fee includes Sailing &
Lunch. Bring a friend!

e August 20—Worship on the Rims, 7:00pm with

St. Bernard youth group. Email Amanda at amichael@stpiusxblgs.org

by August 19 if you plan to attend.

Calvary Cemetery News

Prices on plots and columbarium niches in Calvary Cemetery will
increase on August 14. Please call Mike Persha, St. Pius X Calvary
Cemetery Manager at 690-6689 with any questions.

Survey for 16-29-year olds Around the World

The Synod of Bishops will meet in 2018 and focus on youth. An
online questionnaire is available for youth in the 16-29-year old age
range. Collected data will help the Bishops better understand the lives,
attitudes and concerns of surveyed individuals. Find the survey at
https://survey-synod2018.glauco.it/limesurvey/index.php/147718.
Change the language in the upper right to English. Thank you!
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The Pak-A-Kid for School
Project Begins This Week!

The Pak-A-Kid for School project provides a filled
backpack for students associated with Angela’s
Piazza: Women’s Drop In Center, Family Prom-
ise of Yellowstone Valley and students in our
own parish whose families have limited income.

How the backpack project works:
Simply pick up a backpack after Mass today and
purchase items from the school supply list tucked
in one of the pockets. Put the supplies in the
backpack and return it to the shopping cart in the
Gathering Area of church or to the parish office
(open M-F from 8:30am-4:30pm) between now
and Sunday, August 20.

Or if you don’t take a backpack: you
may also donate school supplies for general
purposes (see suggestion list at right). These
items will be used to create last minute back-
packs or will be donated to various schools or
helping agencies in our community. Drop your
supplies off in the shopping cart display or parish
office between now and Sunday, August 20.

Thank you for supporting education and local
youth! This project is sponsored by the St. Pius
Christian Service Commission.

Opportunity to Serve: Would you like to help
transport, sort or deliver the backpacks and
general school supplies? Call Shelly at

281-8501 to find out how you can help. This is a

family friendly (and fun) activity!

to
|

Suggestions for General

School Supplies

(Choose one or more.)

F

Disinfecting wipes

Facial tissues

USB flash drives

Headphones

Ear buds

Dry Erase Markers (wide width)
Protractor

Three ring binders (2 or 3 inch)
Single subject spiral notebooks, college or
wide rule

Pencils with erasers

Folders with pockets

Large pencil pouch

Wide or college rule loose-leaf paper
Backpacks for all ages

Rulers

Quart or gallon size zip baggies

Scissors, blunt point or regular

Texas Instrument Scientific Calculator,
new or in good shape

Glue sticks

Ball point pens in black, red or blue
Colored pencils

Highlighter pens

Washable type wide or thin markers

Gift card for gym shoes

Crayons, 24-pack

Watercolor paint set

Please return all items to the
shopping cart in the Gathering
Area of church by
Sunday, August 20.

e e o o o o
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September 29-October 1 at Best Western Plus,
Flathead Lake Inn & Suites, Kalispell, MT

Not willing to let go of your marriage?
Many couples continue to struggle in a marriage, but are not willing
to give up on each other. There is hope.

Retrouvaille is a program designed to help struggling marriages
regain their health. It helps a husband and a wife rediscover or
re-awaken the love, trust and commitment that originally brought them
together. The program is highly successful in saving hurting marriages,
even bringing reconciliation to couples who have already separated or
divorced. Retrouvaille is a peer ministry of volunteer couples that can
help you learn the tools of healthy communication, build intimacy and
heal, just as they have done in their own marriages. For more infor-
mation about the upcoming Retrouvaille Weekend program for couples,
contact registration team: at 1-800-470-2230 or visit our website:
www.retrouvailleMT.org or www.HelpOurMarriage.com.

St. Vincent dePaul Seeks Youth and Adults

Help is needed at the Thrift Store to sort and hang clothes and help
in receiving donated items from the dock. High school youth as well as
adult men and women are needed. Do you have two or more hours
during the summer to help? Call Diann at 248-3307 or 696-1466.

REQFROUVAILLE

A LIFELINE FOR MARRIED COUPLES

Twelve Step Program Aids the Divorced

St. Patrick Co-Cathedral will be offering a Twelve Step Program to
aid divorced Catholics in their recovery from the challenging terrain of
divorce. This program has been authorized and approved by Bishop
Michael Warfel and by the Director of the Marriage Tribunal. This is a
faith-based program open to all divorced Catholics as well as other
denominations. All classes will be held on Thursday evening at St.
Patrick Co-Cathedral from August 17 to November 16. Class time is
6:30-8:30pm and the fee is $20. Call B.J. Sletta to register or to find out
more at 690-8016 or 656-2720.

St. Pius X Knights of Columbus Council 9976

There is a K. of C. Officers meeting on Thursday, August 10 at
7:00pm in the Fellowship Hall.

Please join us for Bingo on Friday, August 11 at 7:00pm in the
Fellowship Hall. The crowds are getting bigger and so is the payout!

Many hands make light work. Any Knights who can help with set up
or take down for Family Promise Host Week, please come to the Youth
Center TODAY (August 6 for set up) or August 13 after the 9:00am Mass
or about 10:00am for take down. Your assistance is appreciated!

Stewardship Report: July 30, 2017

Area Events

Sunday, August 6-11

3rd Annual Eucharistic Confer-
ence, 5:30pm-9:00pm, St. An-
thony Church, Laurel. No regis-
tration needed. See schedule at
www.saintanthonycatholicchurc

h.org.

August 6-8

Life with Passion Parish Mission
at St. Benedict Church in
Roundup. Fr. Cedric Pisegna
C.P. will present each evening
at 7:00pm. Fr. Cedric hosts a
weekly television program on
the Trinity Broadcast Network.
For more information or to
attend, call (406) 323-1019.

Saturday, August 12

Quality of Life Run to benefit the
YWCA at 8:00am. Registration
and information at Qualityof-
LifeRun.com or call 530-1334.

Saturday, August 19

Rummage Sale to benefit
BCCHS Football Team Travel
from 8:00am-2:00pm in the
BCCHS gym. To donate, call
Rob Harsha at (406) 690-5578.
This will be a large sale with
jewelry, vintage clothing, furni-
ture, baby items, sporting goods
and electronics. Come shop!

Friday-Saturday, Oct. 13-14

Billings Catholic Radio, KICR
will host the Living Fatima
Conference at both St. Thomas
Church and the new St. Francis
School. Find out more and
purchase tickets online at
www.kjcrradio.com.

Envelope Donation $8,347.50 Parishioner Envelopes & EFT 234

Loose Checks $3,925.00 Annual Parish Budget $1,237,278.00
Loose Cash $792.00 Contributions needed to-date $118,965.00
Electronic Fund Transfer None, 5th Sunday Contributions received to-date $93,882.50

Total Collection
Weekly Average Needed

$13,064.50
$23,793

Budget Income Shortfall

($25,082.50)




A

This Week’s Meetings on
the Campus of St. Pius X

Sat., Aug. 5 & Sun., Aug. 6 in the Gathering Area
e Pak-A-Kid for School and the School Supply Drive
e Food Collection Sunday for Family Service, Inc.
e Living Fatima Conference information available

Sunday, August 6

e Set up for Family Promise Host Week, 10:00am,
Youth Center

e Family Promise guest families arrive at 5:00pm and
stay through the week until Sunday, August 13

Tuesday, August 8
e Mass, 8:30am, Day Chapel

Wednesday, August 9

e Mass, 8:30am, Day Chapel

e Parish Nurse available to parishioners from 9:30-
11:00am at the Parish Center. Come in or call.

e Charismatic Prayer & Praise, 7:00pm, Day Chapel

Thursday, August 10
e Mass, 8:30am, Day Chapel
e K. of C. Officers, 7:00pm, Fellowship Hall

Friday, August 11
e Mass, 8:30am, Day Chapel
e K. of C. Adult Public Bingo, 7:00pm, Fellowship Hall

Saturday, August 12
e K. of C. Third Degree, 6:00pm, Fellowship Hall

Sat., Aug. 12 & Sun., Aug. 13 in the Gathering Area

e Collecting Pak-A-Kid for School backpacks and
school supplies

e Children’s Ministry Registration & Volunteer table

Sunday, August 13
e Take down for Family Promise Host Week,
10:00am, Youth Center

DéCOLORES!
E & Fellow 4" Dayers: The next set of
® Cum Christo weekends will be: Men's
I Weekend, Nov. 2 - 5 and the Women's
95T \Weekend, Nov. 9 - 12 at St. Anthony’s

~ friend, and bring that friend to Jesus. For
more information contact: Lucy Melugin
at 208-2340 or e-mail her at
lucile53@gmail.com.

Application deadline is Oct. 2. Applications are also
available online at: bigskycumchristo.org/billings.

Pictured: St.
Pius X Young
Adults enjoyed a
beautiful sum-
mer night of
Theology on Tap
(TOT) with
parishioner and
longtime youth
and young adult
minister and ad-
vocate, David
Kreiter. David
shared his per-
sonal journey
with Christ, his
love of the
church, his
encouragement
for young adults to enjoy life. He wove music into his
message and closed the evening with his daughter,
Sarah, accompanying him. The next TOT will be
August 17. Watch Facebook and the bulletin for
details. Photos courtesy of Christa Tescher.



mailto:lucile53@gmail.com

Monday, August 7, St. Sixtus || & Companions,
St. Cajetan
Numbers 11:4-15, Psalm 81:12-17, Matthew 14:13-21

Tuesday, August 8, St. Dominic
Numbers 12:1-13, Psalm 51:3-7, 12-13, Mt. 14:22-36
8:30am Mass: t Tiz Duffner

Wednesday, August 9, St. Teresa Benedicta of the
Cross

Numbers 13:1-2, 25-14:1, 26-29, 34-35, Psalm 106:6-
7, 13-14, 21-23, Matthew 15:21-28

8:30am Mass: t Pat Reichenberg

Thursday, August 10, St. Lawrence
2 Corinthians 9:6-10, Ps.112:1-2, 5-9, John 12:24-26
8:30am Mass: Int. of the Family of Mary Femling

Friday, August 11, St. Clare

Deuteronomy 4:32-40, Psalm 77:12-16, 21,
Matthew 16:24-28

8:30am Mass: Int. of Moltzan & Quinn Families

Saturday, August 12, St. Jane Frances de Chantal
Deuteronomy 6:4-13, Psalm 18:2-4, 47, 51,
Matthew 17:14-20

5:00pm Mass: t Sister Mary Depner

Sunday, August 13 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time
1 Kings 19:9, 11-13, Psalm 85:9-14, Romans 9:1-5,
Matthew 14:22-33

9:00am Mass: 1 Mariann Mikes

11:00am Mass: Intention of St. Pius X Parishioners

In thanksgiving
for the life of
Jean Robinson.
Please keep her
family in your
prayers.

Please support our Advertiser
Stocks, Bonds, CDs, IRAs and Mutual Funds

Darlene Knudson, Financial Advisor
Edward Jones 652-3501
2212 Broadwater Ave.

Saturday, 5:00 PM

Greeter: Susan Cranston, Mary Yuhas

Usher: Gene Heinz, David Hoffert, Clayton Kuntz
Lector: Mark Sevier-1, Diane Bertrand-2
Sacristan: Bonnie Wutzke

Altar Minister: Heather McPhail, 1 Volunteer
Eucharistic Minister: Clare Dooley, Dan Frank,
Alice Heins, Tom Hudak, Richard King, Judith Lampi,
Deacon Mel Melius, Helene Ranweiler-Waage,
Germaine Sengar, Denise Smith, 1 Volunteer
Nursery: Tina Burk

Sunday, 9:00 AM

Greeter: Maureen O'Reilly, Lisa Wood

Usher: Steve Komar, Greg Luck, 1 Volunteer
Lector: Jennifer Mack-1, Kim Komar-2

Sacristan: Linda White

Altar Minister: Roger & Kathleen Bernhardt
Eucharistic Minister: Teri DeRudder, Rose Duch-
esneau, Jeanne Garber, Mary Karls, Ardyce Kelly, Jan
Kirk, Clarinda Kremer, Vicki Langlinais, Jessica Roh-
rer, Ray Southworth, Ron Yates

Nursery: Abbey Volf

Sunday, 11:00 AM

Greeter: John Christian, Markus Hulquist

Usher: Kyle Brehm, Michael Riedel, Aurora Thomas
Lector: Autumn Reagor-1, Annette Behm-2
Sacristan: David Mork

Altar Minister: Craig & Sheila Barthel

Eucharistic Minister: Sheila Deibele, Connie Dilts,
Rosita Furigay-O’Donnell, Don Judice, Deacon Tom
Landry, Ross Marquis, Jennifer Sanchez, Norma
Schuman, Elda Schuman, Mary Taylor, Becky
Williams

Nursery: Bobbie Swanson

Past Bulletins on our Website

Were you on vacation and missed the bulletin?
You may find the past five weeks of bulletins at
www.stpiusxblgs.org. Click on “News & Information”,
then “Bulletin” and finally “Archived Bulletins”.

Thank you, St. Pius X!

“On behalf of Young Families Early Head Start
and those we serve, we would like to thank you for
your recent generous donation. You support is mak-
ing a big difference in the lives of many low-income
parents (primarily teens) and their children aged from
birth to three years old in our community. We all win
when a child has an early head start on quality educa-
tion which leads to future success.” By Sheri Boelter
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Parish Staff Mass Schedules

Parish Center Hours: 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM, Monday through Friday

406.656.2522 ewww.stpiusxblgs.orgewww.facebook.com/stpiusbillings Weekend

i Saturday at 5:00 PM

Father Wayne Pittard, Pastor, frwayne@stpiusxblgs.org Sundays at 9:00 AM and 11:00 AM

Sister Barbara Brown, OP, Formation Ministry, bjbop@stpiusxblgs.org

Deacon Tom Landry, 406-860-7842, acnerds@bresnan.net Weekdays

Bob Bender, Business Manager, bbender57 @stpiusxblgs.org Tuesday—Friday

Rita Brehm, Administrative Assistant, rb@stpiusxblgs.org Mass at 8:30 AM—Day Chapel

Lynne Gillig, Christian Initiation of Adults, lynneg@stpiusxblgs.org Rosary - 8:00 AM, before daily Mass

Shelly Greenfield, Bulletin, Christian Service, sg@stpiusxblgs.org

Kathy McCleary, Communications & Volunteers, kmc@stpiusxblgs.org Sacraments

Amanda Michael, Youth Ministry, amichael@stpiusxblgs.org Reconciliation: Sat. 3:30-4:30 PM

Mike Persha, Cemetery Manager, mpersha@stpiusxblgs.org Baptism: Parental Baptism sessions

Judi Pike, Liturgy Coordinator, jpike@stpiusxblgs.org required

Mary Carol Rachac, Outreach Ministry, mcr@stpiusxblgs.org Marriage: Six-month preparation

Jessie Rohrer, Children’s Ministry Coordinator, jr@stpiusxblgs.org required

Bill Walker, Custodian, bwalker@stpiusxblgs.org Eucharist: For homebound, hospital

Teresa Wehr, Children’s Min. Assist./Nursery, children@stpiusxblgs.org & care facility patients

Joan Whelan, Music Ministry, joan@stpiusxblgs.org Anointing of the Sick: Communal &
Individual

Bulletin notices are due by 4:30pm on Monday. Vocations: Rev. Garrett Nelson,

Please email bulletin@stpiusxblgs.orqg or fax to 656-2584. Diocese of Great Falls-Billings,

(800)-332-9998.
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NEED A DOCTOR? AR

ST. VINCENT HEALTHCARE OFFERS ﬂ r

NATIONALLY-RECOGNIZED PRIMARY CARE IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD.
CALL 406-237-7010 TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT TODAY.

sy
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Montana 049. Plastics
www.montanaagplastics.com
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Custom Polycarbonate
Egress Window Coverings
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Custom Plastic Fabrication
Manufacturing & Repair

Contact
Vince & Kathy Thomas
406-690-4530

STOCKS BONDS CDs
IRAs MUTUAL FUNDS

Darlene Knudson

Financial Advisor - 652-3501
2212 Broadwater Ave. Billings, MT 59102

www.edwardjones.com memberSPC

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Commercial & Residential

406.256.6016
Dan Glennon Sam Thelen

F

Billings
ELECTRIC

Commercial & Residential Wiring

Jeff Steiner
248-9394

PLOURDE SIDING

/\leLOURDE |
SIDING

Sales & Installation

Historic Renovation
Windows & Doors

855-9513

plourdesiding.com

alzheimer’s QY association®

Honor a loved
one with a tribute
or memorial g’i{t.

www.alz.org | 800.272.3900

| 900 S 24th St. W.
Suite 1

655-9898
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NEW ASIAN

Michelotti-Sawyers
MORTUARY AND CREMATORY
Trust When It’s Needed Most

406-252-3417
www.michelottisawyers.com

* Chinese *Thai * Sushi ¢ and More!
*Beer *Wine ¢ Sake
* Dine-In, Take-Out
www.taoasianfusion.com

Michael & Jacque Ayers

Owners &
St. Thomas Parishioners

(406) 256-6085

>~ 1916 4th Avenue North

Billings, MT 59101
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Knights of Columbus

Charity - Unity
Fraternity - Patriotism

REM

Main - 406-896-2200
Direct - 406-896-2250
Mobile - 406-661-5300

of BILLINGS Carey Chapman
Catholic faithful serving Catholic faithful

ABR, CDPE, CRS, ERC, GRI, SFR
517 South 24th Street West, Suite A
Billings, MT 59102
Mention this ad & 1% of realestate agent fees will
be contributed back to your parish on your behalf.

b Char Carre

Dahl 5.

FUNERAL CHAPEL
Funeral & Cremation Service

Bernard & M’Lis Dahl
John Dahl

A Family Tradition
since 1939

10 Yellowstone Ave
(406) 248-8807

Single Source for Print and Digital Communications
Marketing Strategies with Measurable Results

ALLEGRA

Dentistry for Infants, Children and Teens
~ Kelly M. Clarke, D.D.S.

Pediatrig dental oiomaeor

STIXITNNENEN |00
652-5550 1-800-655-0409

Billings Monument Co:
Proudly serving the
Billings area since 1896
See us for all your Cemetery Memorial
needs, designed & produced locally,
Pre-need arrangements available

245-3391

2700 Grand Ave., Suite B, West Grand Dental Center

3823 Montana Ave

Print « Marketing *
2620 Overland Avenue * 248-6811 « Brian & Janette McGovern
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Selling A Lifestyle NGy |
James Dewit 406.390.3051

Design * Mail
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THOMAS KOVACS
~—_ORTHODONTICS
CALL US AT 406.655.9300

fo see why so many dentists and their families come
to us for their orthodontic freatment!
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Sharon Dewit 406.390.3095
jamesandsharondewit@exprealty.com
Years of Experience specializing in
Ag + Residential - Commercial =

< For Advertising Call Sheila Miller 800-616-4138. Habla Espanol Jaime Oviedo 509-388-6362)
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